ranch L]         HEDONISM WITH EVOLUTION.              383

Whoever thinks that evolution requires us to educe moral
distinctions and feelings from unmoral contradicts this, and
prescribes, as essential, an order which I have affirmed to
be non-essential: and the hasty imagination, aghast at the
apparition, at the head of the ancestial portrait-gallery, of
* a long-eared hairy quadruped of arboreal habits/ is readily
frightened into admission of his illusion* But that it is a
false inference from the supposed * descent of man/ a closer
scrutiny will easily show. The rude logic which scares us
exclaims, * Talk of our conscience and all its fine feelings !
it is nothing but a dressed-uf brutality ! for, only look at
him! what else could come of that stock?' But then, we
might say the same of the embryo of each human individual,
when indistinguishable from that of the dog, though carry-
ing in it the future of a Socrates, a Marcus Aurelius, a
Newton. Instead of being a consequence, it is a contra-
diction, of the idea of growth or evolution^ that the derivative
should be measured by the source, and the adult should
have no characteristic predicates absent from the nature in
its germ The very essence of the process is, that it is made
up of old and new, the one handed down by heredity^ the
other added on by differentiation; and whatever the latter
contributes must, from the logical construction of the con-
ception, be something which was not there before, and is
looked for in vain in the contents of the previous stage.
The differentiated features are precisely those of which
heredity gives no account, but which, on the contraiy,
define, as a bairier, the limits of its power. Be the pro-
vision for contributing them what it may, it brings the
surprise of something fresh and incalculable, of which the
antecedent conditions give no hint, and which is over and
above the measure of their resources. Apply this principle
to the case of an enlarged animal function, or what is called
an evolved instinct If the word 'evolved' is meant to
suggest that the major phenomenon arising has no more in
it than its minor predecessor, just as a scroll spread out has
only the same words which it held when folded up, it tricks